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Burundi 


Agreements Signed With France, Belgium 
EA2503222589 Bujumbura Domestic Service 
in French 0420 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Summary] Burundi yesterday signed three agreements 
with France for a total of 6,100,000 French francs [FFR] 
and one agreement with Belgium for an unspecified 
amount, Bujumbura Radio reported today. The agree- 
ments with France are a scheme to develop animal 
husbandry in Burundi’s western Mugamba Region on 
which 3,000,000 French francs are to be spent, a 
1,100,000-French francs program to create and develop 
cultural clubs, and a grant of 2,000,000 French francs to 
establish savings banks in the northern towns of Ngozi 
and Kayanza. With Belgium, a “special arrangement” 
has been made for a geological study in eastern Burundi. 


The agreements were signed for their respective coun- 
tries by the Burundi secretary of state for foreign affairs 
and cooperation Fridol Hatungimana and the French 
and Beigian ambassadors in Bujumbura. 


Chad 


Libya Joint Commission Meeting Ends 24 March 
AB2603081789 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Text] The meeting of the Chad-Libya joint commission 
ended yesterday in Ndjamena. The Libyan and Chadian 
delegation were led respectively by Mr Ibrahim Muham- 
mad al-Bishari, a member of the People’s Bureau in 
Charge of External Security, and Adoum Moussa Seif, 
the minister of information and civic orientation. 


The president of the republic this morning received the 
head of the Libyan delegation. Discussions between 
Chad and Libya are proceeding successfully, Mr Al- 
Bishari told the press. He said his meeting with the head 
of state was fruitful since instructions were given to 
strengthen bilateral relations. Let us listen to what he 
said following his meeting with the head of state. 


[Begin recording in Arabic fading into French transla- 
tion] We were honored this morning to meet President 
El Hadj Hissein Habre. He gave us instructions aimed at 
strengthening relations between the Chadian and Libyan 
peoples. [passage indistinct] [end recording] 
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Uganda 


14 Killed in Cattle Rustling Raids 
EA2703221189 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] According to police sources in Mbale Town, cattle 
rustlers have carried out raids in North Mbale district, 
killing eight people. The rustlers lost six during reprisals 
by the wananchi [citizens]. Six wananchi have been 
admitted to Mbale hospital with fatal bullet wounds. 
[sentence as heard] The minister for cooperatives and 
marketing, Mr James Wapakhabulo, and the district 
administrator, Mr Mathias Ssewankambo, are now 
working round-the-clock to normalize the situation in 
the affected areas of Nampanga, (Maputu), (Nagudi), 
(Pato), and (Soroko), in (Gowanasi) sub-country. By this 
morning, many residents were reported displaced. 


Meanwhile, a heavy rain storm has hit Mbale Town 
blowing roofs from both residential houses and business 
premises. The UGANDA NEWS AGENCY says the 
storm, which began at about 6 pm yesterday, left many 
families in the Mbale Municipality homeless. There were 
no immediate report of casualties. 


Army Tightens Security In North 
EA2903182789 Kampala Domestic Service 
in Swahili 0945 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] The district administrator of Lira has asked 
councillors in the district to guarantee security in the 
area and ensure that development takes place there. He 
also reminded them of their responsibility to educate the 
people about the need to be vigilant [words indistinct]. 
The commander of the 5th division, Brigadier David 
Tinyefunza, briefed the councillors on the security situ- 
ation in Lira and Apach districts. He said that the 
security situation in Lira was not bad. However Apach 
district was being disturbed by a few rebels from Gulu 
district. He said that steps had already been taken to 
guarantee security in the troubled areas of Minakulu, 
Ngai, Icheme, Otwal and Aboki. He dismissed rumors of 
tribal warfare between the Acholi and the Lango. He 
promised to cooperate with any counciilor who had been 
properly elected by the people. 
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UK Embassy Wants Detainees To Leave 


Escaped Detainee Flees to U.S. Consulate 
MB2903 153389 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] A spokesman for the [UK] Embassy says the 
British government wants the detainees to leave the 
embassy. The six detainees arrived at the embassy to 
protest restrictions imposed on them following their 
release, and they have been engaged in talks with 
embassy staff. There is hope that the British Govern- 
ment would make representations on their behalf. The 
spokesman said although the British Government 
opposed the detentions and restrictions, it did not 
believe the visitors case was being furthered by their 
continued stay in the embassy. The embassy action is 
believed to be planned to coincide with Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher's visit to southern Africa. 


And detainee Simon Ntombela, who escaped from hos- 
pital in Durban, has made his way to the U.S. consulate 
in Johannesburg. 


Foreign Minister Issues Statement 
MB2903 160789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1603 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Cape Town March 29 SAPA—The minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr R.F. Botha, said this evening the six 
who sought refuge in the British Embassy in Pretoria 
would not be arrested should they leave the embassy. 


They had, he said in a statement in Cape Town, now by 
their own actions, restricted themselves to the premises 
of the British Embassy. 


“With regard to the person who sought refuge in the U.S. 
Consulate in Johannesburg, the minister of law and 
order has informed the minister of foreign affairs that his 
release is still under consideration. 


“As in the case of a large number of detainees that have 
already, after consideration, been released, his case has 
yet to be finalised. As soon as this is done a further 
announcement will be made,” the statement added. 


Refugees Not Seeking UK Asylum 
MB2903 182289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1817 GMT 29 mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria March 29 SAPA-—The six former, but 
restricted, detainees at the British Embassy in Pretoria 
are set to spend tonight there. 


Family members arrived at the embassy tonight at 155 
Hill Street to deliver blankets to the six, but were told 
they had blankets when they announced their arrival on 
the intercom. Earlier, a reporter handed the six two rolls 
of toilet paper they had requested. 


The six also asked reporters to call their lawyers, and to 
organise the blankets. They were not allowed to take 
phone calls, but could speak to reporters through a 
10-foot-high railing surrounding the embassy when they 
stepped from the small vestibule. 
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Meanwhile, an embassy spokesman said the six had not 
applied for “asylum,” but for “assistance in representa- 
tions” to the South African Government to have their 
restriction orders lifted. 


The spokesman said it seemed the six intended to spend 
the night at the embassy. They were still in the ante- 
chamber late this evening. 


It was normal policy to limit visitors to the reception 
area, because the rest of the premises were confidential, 
the spokesman said. 


Refugees Remain in UK Embassy 
MB3003083889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0824 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria March 30 SAPA—The six activists who 
entered the British Embassy in Pretoria yesterday were 
still there today, an embassy spokesman confirmed. 


Former detainees Donsie Khumalo, Michael Seloane, 
Grace Dube, Selebogo Mabena, Ignatius Jacobs and 
Sandy Lebese had gone to the embassy to seek “assis- 
tance in representations” to the South African Govern- 
ment to have their restriction orders lifted. 


They said they were prepared to stay until their demands 
were met, but an embassy statement said the visitors 
“cannot stay indefinitely on British Government pre- 
mises and should leave.” 


An embassy spokesman added today the embassy had 
indicated to the six that it was quite happy to make 
representations to the South African authorities on the 
question of detention without trial and restrictions, as it 
had previously done. 


But this could be done most effectively if they left the 
embassy. It would not further their cause if they stayed. 


The six were restricted to the embassy’s entrance hall 
yesterday, where it is believed they spent the night. A 
Law and Order Ministry spokesman said the ministry 
would not be drawn into the affairs. 


‘Inhuman’ Treatment of Detainees Decried 
MB3003093989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0933 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Johannesburg march 30 SAPA—The treatment 
meted out to the six former detainees by the British 
Embassy was “not only shocking but inhuman”, the 
National Union of Mineworkers said in a statement today. 


The NUM said “so-called genuine change” in SA was 
only visible to “those who benefit economically from 
oppression of the majority of South Africans, like 
Britain”. 

“To subject the tormented victims of the inhuman 
system of apartheid to another form of torture by deny- 
ing them facilities necessary for human habitation con- 
firms our long-held views that apartheid oppression is 
fully supported by British Government for the realisa- 
tion of super profits accruing from their sanction busting 
companies in SA,” said the statement. 
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The statement said the allegations by charge d'affaires, 
Mr M G Thickett, of activists detaining themselves is “a 
clear indication of the Thatcher government's insensitiv- 
ity to the plight of millions of the oppressed”. 


“Time is now for Mrs Thatcher to put her words into 
practice by persuading the embassy officials and the SA 
Government to uphold human rights and accede to the 
demands of the former detainees,” said the statement. 


Refugees Leave UK Mission 30 Mar 
MB30063121689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1216 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria, March 30, SAPA—The six activists at 
the British Embassy left the embassy this afternoon. 


Ministry To Place ‘High Priority’ on Thusi Case 
MB2803 144089 Umtiata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 28 Mar 8&9 


[Text] A spokesman for the minister of law and order 
said the Durban hunger striker Sandile Thusi’s case will 
be given high priority. The spokesman said now that 
Thusi has ended his hunger strike, consideration would 
be given to his release, and a decision could be expecied 
in the near future. 


Yesterday, Thusi ended 38-day-fast to take communion 
at a special service with two Lutheran priests and family. 
Thusi suspended his fast today to allow negotiations 
between the minister of law and order and the SACC 
[South African Council of Churches] general secretary 
Frank Chikane. 


At Least 133 Durban, Pietermaritzburg Detainees 
MB2903 124489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1229 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Durban March 29 SAPA—There are at least | 33 
emergency detainees being held in the greater Durban 
and Pietermaritzburg areas, of whom up to I7 are 
believed to be on hunger strike. 


The National Association of Democratic Lawyers 
[NADL] records 93 detainees in Durban with eight 
patients at Shifa Hospital, who were initially reported to 
be refusing both food and liquids, and up to nine others 
in St Aidan’s Hospital refusing food only. 


Lawyers representing the Shifa patients have not yet 
been able to visit their clients since an announcement 
from the hospital at the weekend that they were extend- 
ing their fast to include liquids. 


Some confusion exists as to the exact interpretation of 
the statement, but the legal representative of five of the 
strikers, Yunus Mohamed, said he believed they were 
continuing to drink water without taking any nutritious 
drinks. The eight stopped eating for the second time on 
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March 13 when they were not included in the “sub- 
stantial number” that the minister of law and order, 
Adriaan Vlok, promised to release. 


NADL’s Durban chairman, Ebrahim Goga, said today 
the number of detainees on hunger strike was difficult to 
determine accurately, as some prisoners were admitted 
to hospital for other reasons. Between 30 and 45 emer- 
gency detainees are believed to be in hospital in the 
Durban area, including those on hunger strike. 


A spokesman for the Detainees Aid Committee said 
today there were between 50 and 1()0 detainees in the 
Pietermaritzburg and surrounding area, of whom 40 had 
been confirmed by relatives and legal representatives. 
He said the organisation was having difficulty collecting 
reliable information on detainee numbers, because 
detentions were usually reported as soon as they 
occurred, while those who were released or charged often 
did not report back. 


Some 381 people have been detained in the area since 
the renewal of the state of emergency on June 12 last 
year, of whom 104 were already in detention under the 
previous emergency. 


Although 279 detainees were released during the same 
period, 44 were served with various restriction orders, 
half of them former hunger strikers. 


Commentary on Thatcher, Soviet Views on Region 
MB3003052989 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The visit by Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher to 
southern Africa is generating a new awareness world- 
wide of the fundamental shifts that are under way in the 
region. In particular the British leader's visit has focused 
attention on the reassessment of options for settlement 
of disputes and change both in South Africa and in 
regional relations. 


As she noted in Harare, the climate in southern Africa 
was changing as people opted increasingly for negotia- 
tions to resolve disputes rather than resort to violence. 
Indeed the last few months have brought dramatic 
developments. The negotiated independence settlement 
for South-West Africa/Namibia, coupled with agreement 
on a Cuban withdrawal from Angola, have produced a 
climate in which perceptions and approaches throughout 
the subcontinent are changing. The cooperative relation- 
ship that has emerged between South Africa and Mozam- 
bique is only the most striking of the improved relations 
among neighbours in the region. 
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Over the years, southern Africa had become an arena for 
a contest between two clear options for change: that of 
negotiation and that of violence and compulsion. This 
was true for South Africa—faced with terrorism and 
sanctions—as for the region as a whole. 


The newly emerging climate is in large measure the prod- 
uct of the persistent efforts of moderate leaders who 
continued to work for reconciliation. In part it has also 
been a result of a deep-rooted realignment of Soviet 
policies in the era of glasnost and perestroika. The break- 
through that led to a settlement for South-West African- 
/Namibia followed directly from the Soviet involvement in 
negotiating a Cuban withdrawal from Angola. 


Similarly, the official Soviet admission that solutions for 
South Africa cannot be found through violence, but must 
be sought in political accommodation, is tantamount to 
a rejection of the strategy on which Moscow's protege, 
the ANC, has based its entire campaign. If followed 
through, the new Soviet approach could substantially 
improve prospects for a widely-based negotiating pro- 
cess to get under way in South Africa. 


Undoubtedly the new climate is also a vindication of the 
views Of Mrs Margaret Thatcher, who contributed as 
much as anyone to keeping alive the alternative to 
violence and compulsion. It was she who refused repeat- 
edly, in forthright public statements, to have talks with 
the ANC while that body remained committed to terror- 
ist violence. From her equally firm insistence that coer- 
cive measures like sanctions do no good, and much 
harm, has come a growing disenchantment with sanc- 
—_ throughout the West and a softening of attitudes in 
Africa. 


This is a crucial time for all of southern Africa. The 
historic choice between violence and negotiation can, 
with goodwill and determination, be finally resolved in 
favor of negotiation. 


Soweto, Diepdal Grenade Incidents Reported 
MB3003070189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0657 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria, March 30, SAPA—The following unrest- 
related incidents were reported during the past 24 hours: 


“At Taylors Halt (Natal) a man was injured and a bus 
damaged when a group of blacks stoned the vehicle. 


“On 1989-03-29 hand-grenades were thrown at two 
private houses in Soweto in two separate incidents. The 
first inciderit took place at about 18:30 in Protea North 
and the second incident at about 19:55 in Dobsonville. 
In both incidents, damage was caused to the houses but 
no injuries were reported. Police are investigating. 


“On 1989-03-29 at about 12:40 police went to a shebeen in 
the Diepdal area of Piet Retief (eastern Transvaal) after 
they had received information that a black man was in 
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possession of a . When the man was con- 
fronted, he fled. A shot was fired and he was fatally 
wounded. Police took possession of a Russian manufac- 
tured hand-grenade. Police investigations are continuing.” 


Israel Helps To Upgrade War Plans 
MB2803 185089 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English 
24-30 Mar 89 p 9 


[Text] According to London-based bulletin, SOUTH- 
SCAN, Israe} has helped the South African Air Force 
develop war planes with such a range of operation which 
will enable them to reach Tanzania—a distance of about 
2,100 km. 


The Cheetah fighter bomber developed on the basis of 
the French Mirage is now equipped with a new economic 
engine, Snecma, which South Africa and Israel produced 
on the French pattern. Modernised aircraft stationed on 
the air base in Louis Trichardt are able to reach Dar es 
Salaam to say nothing of closer targets in Mozambique, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe, said the publication. 


‘The South African military command badly needs air- 
craft with a longer range of operation because the proc- 
lamation of Namibia's independence will deprive SA of 
its bases in the Caprivi’, said SOUTHSCAN. 


In recent years, South Africa has been spending a square 
part of its military budget on military operations in 
neighbouring countries, Angola in the first place, that 
prevented the Pretoria government from developing and 
buying arms. 


The situation had changed after the signing in December 
1988 of agreements on a negotiated settlement in Namibia. 


In 1988 the South African Air Force allocated 74 percent 
of its budget on rearmament. About 60 percent of 8.6 
billion rands allocated for military purposes in | 988 will 
go to re-arm the South Africar Air Force. 


South African and Israeli cooperation in the development 
of the SA ‘air force came under sharp focus last year when 
it was reported from London, Washington and Moscow 
that Israeli military technicians were helping South Africa 
to update the Cheetah’s fighting capabilities. 


Facts are also known of SA pilots—recorded to be among 
the best in the world—taking part in Israeli air raids 
against Arabs. Israeli pilots in turn were behind the 
controls in aircraft and helicopter gunboats that attacked 
targets in Angola and other frontline states. 


28 Mar Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2803 175089 


{Editorial Report] 
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SUNDAY STAR 


Nation Appears To Emerge From International Cold— 
“Suddenly, there is a feeling abroad that South Africa 
may be coming out of the international cold,” notes 
Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in English on 26 March 
in a page 10 editorial. “Can the country, by making the 
sort of responses that both East and West are looking for, 
help to keep that momentum going?” “A single swallow 
doesn’t make a Prague spring, let alone a Pretoria 
summer, but consider what else has been contributing to 
these changed perceptions. After years of stalling, South 
Africa finally bit on the Namibia/ Angola disengagement. 
Soviet glasnost exerted its influence on the Cubans; and 
both Russians and Americans pushed together towards a 
peace deal which is now—barring accidents—becoming 
reality.” “Most interesting right now is what Margaret 
Thatcher may be up to.” “All of which adds up to a 
healthy and promising stir in the logyam. But any further 
developments remain contingent on movement at our 
end.” “The West keeps a close eye on matters such as 
detentions; the death of a single hunger striker could do 
untold harm. And, of course, the debilitating Tuynhuys 
crisis needs to be resolved quickly.” 


Government-Press Relations To Remain Less Than Cor- 
dial—Michael Green writes in his “Natal View” column 
on page 13: “Eighteen months ago the Minister of Home 
Affairs and Communications, Mr Stoffel Botha, told a 
surprised audience in Johannesburg that the relationship 
between the Government and the press was on the whole 
a cordial one.” “In Parliament a week ago he conceded 
that the emergency regulations had put a severe strain on 
the Government's relations with the press.” “Yes, of 
course the relationship between the Government and the 
press has deteriorated. Our job is to report the news. 
Their intention all too often is to stop us from doing so.” 
“Secrecy has become obsessive with the Government 
and its employees, all of whose salaries are paid by you 
and me.” “It is in an atmosphere like that that corrup- 
tion thrives. It’s so easy to fiddle the books, do a pal a 
favour, help oneself to a little extra, make a bit on the 
side—you can choose your own euphemism for dishon- 
esty.” “So, yes, while the press is prevented from shining 
a torch in these dark corners, our relationship with the 
Government will be less than cordial. It will improve 
when the state of emergency is lifted and the press can 
print, and the people can read, the information they are 
entitled to have.” 


THE CITIZEN 
New Left Party’s ‘Shotgun Marriage’ To Fail—‘The 


Democratic Party [DP] is running into trouble before it 
is even formed,” observes a page 6 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 28 March. 
“National Democratic Movement [NDM] leader, Mr 
Wynand Malan, who has close contacts with the African 
National Congress, does not want the new party to 
contest elections for the House of Representatives and 
the House of Delegates. The reason: The ANC and the 
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UDF and their extra-parliamentary organizations reject 
the tricameral system.” “The DP’s three leaders—Dr 
Zach de Beer (PFP), Dr Denis Worrall (Independent 
Party) [IP], and Mr Malan--have tried to gloss over the 
issue, Saying that ‘participation will depend on strategies 
in Parliamentary and extra-Parliamentary pol.tics.”™” 
“We have said from the ou'set that the new party, made 
up of such disparate forces as the PFP, the IP, and the 
NDM, cannot succeed.” “ The trouble is that this is a 
shotgun marriage, with the shotgun being held by the 
financial interests that back, separately or together, the 
three parties. It cannot work any more than any other 
shotgun marriage.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Hype’ Surrounds Thatcher Visit—* Margaret Thatcher's 
visit to central Africa is accompanied by a degree of 
British-generated ‘hype’—a raising of expectations to the 
heady levels required to win serious attention by fleet 
street—that must end in disillusion,” asserts Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 28 March in a page 
6 editorial. “The comparison cannot be too closely 
drawn, but the atmosphere is reminiscent of that which 
preceded the disastrous visit of the Eminent Person's 
Group [EPG] in 1986. It will all end in tears, mark our 
words.” “In the end, something like this process will be 
necessary to bring SA to rest, but if Mrs Thatcher can 
bring it about in the course of a 5-day visit to Africa she 
can also walk on water. At the end of her visit, the peace 
process may have advanced one inch of the many mils 
to go.” “The ‘hype’ artists will necessarily be disap- 
pointed by her ‘failure to solve’ the South African 
problem and would conclude, with a sadness not dimin- 
ished by its predictability, that the only answer is (wait 
for it!) more sanctions. We have been through it all 
before. The only comfort in this visit is that Mrs 
Thatcher, unlike the puffed-up EPG missionaries, is 
unlikely to encourage the Livingstonian delusions of 
grandeur that accompany her.” 


SOWETAN 


Ready for Challenge of Significant Change—*There have 
been a number of significant events taking place since 
the start of the year,” says Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 28 March in a page 8 editorial. “Among them 
is the possibility of this country getting a new head of 
state. The resolution of the Namibian issue is also high 
on the agenda. The hunger strikers have shown the evils 
of detention without trial. And perhaps even the possi- 
bility of an end to the state of emergency is near. The 
Margaret Thatcher visit to Africa, coupled with the 
renewed interest by the Russians in the continent, signal 
the global political factors that might have a profound 
effect on our immediate future.” “The leader of the 
ANC, Mr Nelson Mandela, may soon be released. These 
factors are exciting in a number of ways. The tide of such 
events should be taken at the flood by all South 
Africans.” “The SOWETAN is acutely sensitive to the 
mood of the times. We are eager to see people use their 
talents in more creative and positive ways. There is a 
feeling that things can significantly be changed, even 
politically. We should ready ourselves for that challenge. 
The biggest challenge will come when we are given back 
our political rights.” 
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DIE BURGER 


NP Has Leadership Situation Under Control—Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 23 March, citing 
“reiliable sources”, says in a page 14 editorial that a 
meeting between the NP parliamentary caucus and Pres- 
ident P.W. Botha will take place in “early April.” “The 
prospect of such a meeting is a welcome development in 
efforts to achieve a speedy end to the leadership contro- 
versy. Greater clarity hopefully will emerge from within 
the NP whether a general election is possible this year. 
The party has the situation under control. The above 
issues must be handled as a single unit as they are now 
regarded as one.” 


New Left Party Leaders ‘At Each Other's Throats'—DIE 
BURGER notes in a second editorial: “On the eve of 
establishing their new party, the leftists are at each 
Other's throats.” “This shows what is to come and 
confirms a basic weakness in the plan to merge the PFP, 
the National Democratic Movement [NDM], and the 
Independent Party into the Democratic Party [DP]. At 
the very least, it is a gathering of people who, by 
conviction, belong together. It is a collection of every- 
thing left of the NP in the parliamentary framework.” 
“The latest controversy is about the NDM leader's 
reluctance to allow the DP to stand in elections in the 
colored and Indian houses of parliament.” 


TRANSVALER 


New Phase in Foreign Relations—‘‘It is not yet time to 
sing and dance, but there hopefully has been a change for 
the better in South Africa’s international relations,” 
observes Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 
27 March in a page 8 editorial. “The gains will only be 
apparent much later, but now there is the possibility of a 
new, welcoming phase in foreign relations.” “Without 
giving up basic principles, such as the right to self- 
determination, we can find a place in the world that wili 
benefit all.” “The negotiaiions on Angola and Namibia 
have showed this.” “Devising solutions to internal prob- 
lems will be easier if the outside world looks at our 
problems with renewed understanding.” 


BEELD 


Mandela, Thatcher, President Important to Indaba—*'If 
ever there was a time for South Africans to restrain 
themselves and others, now is the time,” asserts Johan- 
nesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 28 March in a page 12 
editorial. “Quite a lot of speculation is in the air about 
the release of a powerful man, Mr Nelson Mandela; the 
most powerful leader in the Western world, Mrs Marga- 
ret Thatcher, has become deeply interested in South 
Africa and is visiting Africa; indications are that the post 
of the most powerful man in Africa, the state president of 
South Africa, will be occupied by another within the next 
year.” “All these people play a decisive role, in their own 
way, in the great goal for which every thinking South 
African is striving: creating a Great Indaba.” 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Press Review for 29 March 
MB2903 160089 


{Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


‘September or Octcber’ General Election—“A general 
election in September or October is now on the cards, 
and the date may be announced by the state president, 
Mr P.W. Botha, at a joint sitting of parliament on 6 
April,” concludes Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 29 March in a page 6 editorial. “If an election 
were held then, it would bring the term of office of the 
state president, Mr P.W. Botha, to an end. The leader of 
the National Party, Mr F.W. de Klerk, would lead his 
party in the elections and establish his own mandate, and 
would afterwards be elected state president.” “Another 
reason for holding the election this year is that it should 
precede the UN-supervised election in South-West 
Africa, which is likely to result ina SWAPO government 
being installed in Windhoek.” “With all this in mind, we 
are confident that Mr De Klerk will lead his party to an 
impressive victory whenever the election 1s held.” 


THE STAR 


End Detention Without Trial—Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 29 March writes in a page 8 editorial 
that the “release of close on 600 detainees after hunger 
strikes has brought much credit to the government and 
in particular to the minister of law and order, Mr Viok. 
It showed compassion, open-mindedness and some sen- 
Sitivity to the enormous harm being done, within the 
country ard beyond, by the practice of long-term deten- 
tion without trial.” “What a pity, then, that the author- 
ities have now seen fit to impose a petty and punitive 
measure against hunger strikers and their families. Such 
detainees will henceforth be moved to a Bloemfontein 
hospital and this will be the only place where their 
lawyers and relatives will have access to them.” “The 
answer to ihe government's embarrassment over hunger 
strikes is not to silence the messengers who bring the bad 
news. It is to end the bad news at source by scrapping the 
pernicious system of detaining supposed enemies for 
indefinite periods, without accountability to anyone.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Educating White Namibians—Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 29 March declares in a page 4 
editorial that the “brawl in Namibia between local 
vhites and UN troops in which a British soldier had his 
jaw broken is an indication of the unreadiness of white 
Namibians for the process which begins on | April: the 
transfer of their country from South African control to 
the control of its own people.” “... Namibian whites who 
plan to remain in that country had better learn, if they 
hope to have any influence at all, to identify with the 
future rather than the past. Security of the whites lies in 
making themselves useful to their country, not being a 
pain in the neck—not even a British neck.” 


UNITA Reportedly Releases 3 Cuban Captives 
MB3003 102089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0900 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] The Angolan UNITA movement has announced 
in Lisbon that it has released three Cuban soldiers. 
UNITA says their release is a gesture aimed at strength- 
ening efforts for peace and stability in the region. 


UNITA named the three Cubans as Rodolpho Esteves 
Lantegua, captured in 1983 in the central Huambo 
province, and Luiz Samuel Milia Gonzales and Raoul 
Stella Martell, both captured in February last year in the 
south-eastern Cuando-Cubango province. 


Cuba has a large number of troops in Angola, but the 
United Nations South-West Africa settlement plan for 
independence, which calls for their withdrawal, is due tc 
come into effect on Saturday. 


Dos Santos Appoints New Interior Minister 
MB2903 125989 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] The following is the text of a decree issued by the 
the president of the Republic: 


For administrative reasons, under the terms of Para- 
graph D of Article 53 of the Constitution, | appoint 
Comrade Francisco Magalhaes Paiva Nvunda, a mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the MPLA-Labor Party 
Committee, as minister of the interior. 


[Signed] Joe Eduardo dos Santos. Luanda, 29 March 
1989. 


* Former FNLA Leader Returns to Luanda 
34420075a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
14 Mar 89 p 1 


[Excerpt] The former leader of the now defunct National 
Front for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA), Moises 
Gaspar Kamabaya, arrived in Luanda on Saturday after 
14 years of exile. His arrival was made possible by the 
Angolan clemency and national harmonization policy. 


Moises Kamabaya, who is currently a university profes- 
sor in Arizona, in the United States of America, stated 
his willingness to cooperate with the Angolan Govern- 
ment in national reconstruction efforts. Former FNLA 
Political Bureau member Paulo Tuba is also in Luanda. 
He contacted the authorities after his arrival a week ago 
and is becoming acquainted with the new reality in the 


country. [passage omitted] 
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Mozambique 


MNR Reportedly Kills 2 Italian Missionaries 
MB2903 130889 Maputo in English 
to Southern Africa 1100 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Two Italian missionaries have been killed in an 
attack by South Africas MNR bandits in central 
Mozambique. The terrorists struck on the 26th of this 
month against the Capuchinhos (?mission) at Mocuba, a 
few quilometers from Inhassunge. A source in the 
Mozambican Armed Forces general staff said during the 
attack the terrorists kidnapped two others Italian muis- 
sionaries. 


The two missionaries, who were kidnapped, are (Gio- 
condo Pajari) and (Horace Saltore). A source in the 
Italian embassy in Maputo said another missionary 
managed to escape the bandit attack. 


Chissano Meets Thatcher, Mugabe at Nyanga 
MB2903 183089 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese !750 GMT 29 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Nyanga today could be an example to the world of 
cooperation among peoples in order to achieve peace 
and economic prosperity, not only for one country, but 
the entire region. This was stated by President Joaquim 
Chissano before some 150 Mozambican trainees, British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, President Robert 
Mugabe, respective delegations, and a battalion of jour- 
nalists. 


The presidents of Mozambique and Zimbabwe, and the 
British prime minister, arrived at the Nyanga military 
training camp at about | 300 [1100 GMT]. The then had 
a private luncheon, during which tripartite talks were 
held. 


Speaking to journalists, Robert Mugabe said during the 
meeting the three state leaders discussed Mozambique’s 
situation and trilateral cooperation, namely, the Nyanga 
military training program, and the rehabilitation of the 
Limpopo Rai!road, including the latter's security. 


Speaking to Radio Mozambique, Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher referred to a British initiative for the 
region, saying Great Britain will do its best to help 
Mozambique defeat the armed bandits. Margaret 
Thatcher stressed: It is absolutely vital for the future 
development of Mozambique. Actually, in a brief speech 
to Mozambican trainees, Margaret Thatcher unequivo- 
cally defended the need to fight terrorism in Mozambi- 
que, which is embodied in armed bandit actions. She 
described such actions as abominable. 


The British leader then said she was proud of the 
outcome of military training provided by British and 
Zimbabwean officers to young Mozambican recruits. 
The same view was expressed by President Chissano, 
who stressed that these youths had learned very quickly. 
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Speaking at the start of a display of military maneuvers, 
the leader of the British instructors stressed that the 150 
Mozambican youths, forming part of Nyanga’s fiith 
military course, were mere civilians some 4 weeks ago. 


President Joaquim Chissano is accompanied in his visit 
by Cooperation Minister Jacinto Veloso; Lieutenant 
General Hama Thai, chief of general staff; Armando 
Panguene, Mozambican ambassador to the United King- 
dom; and Francisco Madeira, diplomatic adviser in the 
office of the President. 


Namibia 


UN To Determine Laws To Scrap for Fair Elections 
MB2803 124489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1227 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] Windhoek March 28 SAPA—The United Nations 
was compiling a proposal with various schedules of 
discriminatory laws in Namibia that had to be repealed 
for the holding of free and fair elections, a UN spokes- 
man, Mr Cedric Thornberry, said in Windhoek today. 


The process would begin within days of the start of 
Namibia's transition to independence on | April, but 
had to be completed within six weeks of implementation 
of the UN settlement plan, he told a media briefing. 


“We don't have weeks...the clock starts ticking on | 
April and we are driven by time.” 


Mr Thornberry is the director to the office of the UN's 
special representative in Namibia, Mr Martti Ahtisaari, 
who is due to arrive in Namibia on 31 March to take 
control of the UN field operation in the country. It is the 
largest supervisory exercise ever taken on by the world 
body. 


Mr Thornberry said a UN legal representative had 
visited Namibia where he had consultations with South 
Africa’s administrator-general, Mr Louis Pienaar, and 
the judiciary, as well as members of the law profession, 
on remaining discriminatory laws. The UN official had 
reported the findings of his visit to the secretary general 
and was presently identifying those laws. UN Security 
Council Resolution 435 calls for the abolition of all 
measures that could restrict the holding of free and fair 
elections. 


Mr Thornberry did not name the laws under consider- 
ation, but observers pointed out that statutory discrim- 
ination in Namibia remained on the municipal election 
ordinance (only whites are allowed t vote), in exclu- 
sively white government schools and in health services. 


Mr Thornberry said the UN was working on a figure of 
$8,000 Namibian refugees, scattered all over the world 
who would begin to return to the country on | Aor. 
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The figures were given to the UN by various govern- 
ments while the UN was also in possession of lists of 
names of political detainees supplied by various organi- 
sations. 


Proposals concerning political detainees would be sub- 
mitted to Mr Pienaar on | April. 


Mr Thornberry said Namibia's transition to indepen- 
dence required complete impartiality by the UN as well 
as Mr Pienaar and South African officials remaining in 
the country. 


“Impartiality is a two-way street, but I do not know how 
much traffic there will be on that street.” 


Mr Thornberry said UN flags would be flying on some 
buildings and on the vehicles of high-ranking officials. 
Although Mr Pienaar would remain in charge of the 
government until independence, he would at all times 
have to act to the satisfaction of Mr Ahtisaari. 


Zimbabwe 


UK’s Thatcher Holds Talks With Mugabe 
LD2903 110489 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1127 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[By Chris Moncrieff, PRESS ASSOCIATION chief polit- 
‘cal correspondent, in Harare] 


[Text] Mrs Thatcher today told Zimbabwe leader Robert 
Mugabe she felt there was “hope in sight” on the South 
African problem. The prime minister had two and a half 
hours of talks with President Mugabe on the third leg of 
her 10,000-mile African tour. She told him: “I feel that 
for the first time that we have been discussing South 
Africa, there ts hope in sight.” Mr Mugabe was more 
cautious but said: “I hope I will prove to be wrong, 
however.” Mrs Thatcher replied: “Let us hope you are 
wrong and you and I will be the first to cheer if you are.” 


During the talks Mrs Thatcher announced a further 10 
million pounds of project aid to Zimbabwe to be used for 
the land resettlement programme. This is in addition to 
the 15 million pounds Britain allocated for this purpose 
last October. She also announced a further 500,000 
pounds towards British military training in Zimbabwe. 


Mr Mugabe said he understood Britain's position on 
sanctions against Pretoria but said he felt that interna: 
tional pressure on South Africa over apartheid would 
bring about a change. However, Mrs Thatcher said she 
thought that would be a move in the wrong direction and 
could undo the work already done. 


Earlier, Mr Mugabe spoke of ther friendstup inc was 

grateful for wh: Britain had done in Sringing iw aa end 
smuth's dfega! 2hocesion regame and facilitating the 

croergenve of the present Zimbabwe Government. 


«> 
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Later Mrs Thatcher and Mr Mugabe were expected to be 
holding discussions with President Joaquim Chissano of 
war- torn Mozambique—which, like Zimbabwe, is one 
of the front-line states opposing south Africa. The prime 
minister was expected to urge the two leaders to assist in 
rolling back the frontiers of apartheid—while repeating 
she was right in Opposing economic sanctions against 
South Africa, and that black African leaders were wrong 
in criticising her stand. 


Mrs Thatcher will describe to Mr Mugabe and Mr 
Chissano her cordial talks earlier this month in London 
with South African Foreign Minister Mr Pik Botha. B: | 
there is no chance, diplomatic sources insist, of ter 
visiting Pretoria during this trip—even if South Afinca 
releases jailed African National Congress leader Mr 
Nelson Mandela while she is in the region. 


The three leaders were meciing at Nynanga, on t 
frontiers of Zimbabwe and Mozambique, where M: 
Thatcher was scheduled to watch manoeuvres by British- 
trained Mozambique troops. Tonight she will attend a 
state banquet in Harare. 


Thatcher, Mugabe, Chissano Meet 
MB2903 180289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1752 GMT 29 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Nyanga March 29 SAPA—The heads of govern- 
ment of Zimbabwe, Britain and Mozambique met near 
Nyanga in Zimbabwe today to discuss ways to defeating 
the MNR bandits in Mozambique, the national news 
agency, ZIANA, reports. 


Speaking at the border camp military base 20km from 
the boundary with Mozambique, the Sritish prime min- 
ister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, deplored what she called 
the “particular brutality” of the MNR. 


Mrs Thatcher, who fiew up to Nyanga from Harare earlier 
in the day, was speaking to British military advisors and 
Mozambican and Zimbabwean troops after 19 minutes of 
talks with President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe and 
President Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique. 


The leaders held tripartite discussions at lunch in a 
military tent overlooking the Nyangombe River and the 
British Military Advisory and Training Team (BMATT) 
camp near Nyanga. Mrs Thatcher and Mr Chissano 
continued their discussions after Mr Mugabe had lefi. 


Mrs Thatcher, describing the occasion as unique, said 
that the three heads of government, with representatives 
of ‘heir armies, were assembled with the aim of defeating 
terrorism in Mozambique. 


She sacd that ncreased aid for Mozambique was one of 
the topres of theur discussions today. 
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Mr Chissano said efforts to bring peace in Mozambique 
extended far beyond its borders and should be seen as a 
fight to bring peace and prosperity to the whole of 
southern Africa. 


He said there was a great responsibility for the partici- 
pants in today’s meeting to see that this happened. 


Mugabe, Thatcher on Sanctions 
MB300305 1289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2208 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Harare March 29 SAPA—Zimbabwean President 
™-hert Mugabe and the British prime minister, Mrs 

.ret Thatcher, remain staiemated over the question 
©. sanctions against South Africa, with Mr Mugabe 
cal ing for a comprehensive package and Mrs Thatcher 
* oct ag them. 


Speaking ai a banquei hosted in honour of the British 
premier, Mr Mugabe said that the international commu- 
nity was agreed that apartheid should be eliminated, and 
the only peaceful way of doing so weuld be through 
mandatory sanctions. 


“Riyht honourable prime minister, we are all agreed in 
the nternational community that apartheid must go. If it 
must go in a peaceful way, then, we contend, the only 
effective peaceful way of destroying it is the adoption of 
a comprehensive package of mandatory sanctions,” he 
said. 


It was an open secret, he added, that while Zimbabwe 
and a great majecrity of the members of the United 
Nations had accepted the imposition of comprehensive 
and mandatory sanctions against South Africa is desir- 
able and morally justified, but the United Kingdom and 
other Wcstern nations were opposed to this course of 
action. 


“It is not my intention tonight, to go into the details of 
our difference regarding this issue. 


“However, while we must, as honest people, agree to 
differ on it, Zimbabwe and other Frontline States remain 
hopeful that an international consensus will soon emerge 
on the desirability of more international pressure being 
brought to bear upon the Pretoria regime. 


“This is urgently called for if we are genuinely commit- 
ted to ending the inhuman system of apartheid in South 
Africa,” Mr Mugabe said. 


Rejecting the sanctions call, Mrs Thatcher told the guests 
ai the banquet that apartheidihad led to much conflict 


and everybody was agreed that it should go. 


However, it was not through sanctions that the desired 
result could be achieved. 
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“It 1s not through South Africa’s isolation or through 
sanctions that we will achieve what we most want to see: 
the release of Nelson Mandela, the suspension of vio- 
lence and the opening of negotiations about a political 
future in which black people have their rightful role in 
government. 


“It will be through constant encouragement, persuasion 
and the recognition that only when these things are done 
can all races see their hopes for a better life and for 
themselves and their children realised,” Mrs Thatcher 
said. 


The British prime minister also said that there was now 
greater hope for peace and stability in the southern 
African region because of several reasons. 


“There is no single reason but several: 


- “In south Africa there is an even wider recognition that 
not only is apartheid deeply hurtful but un-Christian, it 
is an obstacle to the economic growth which is needed 
for the future prosperity of all races. 


- “There has been a growing readiness among other 
countries of southern Africa to resolve conflicts by 
negotiation. We have seen that in the case of Namibia 
and Angola,” she said. 


Mrs Thatcher also said that President Joaquim Chissano 
of Mozambique was committed to ending the conflict in 
his country, and while it was for the countries of the 
region themselves to take the lead in resolving these 
conflicts, others were playing their role. 


“We are ready to take party in any political initiative 
which has the support of Mozambique and the other 
countries of the region to end the conflict there,” she 
said, after praising the role played by the Soviet Union 
and the United States in Angola and Namibia. 


The Soviet Union had also shown greater realism in its 
recent statement about southern Africa’s problems, and 
this would be high on the agenda for her discussions with 
the Soviet leader in London next week, she said. 


In Angola, the withdrawal of Cuban and South African 
troops offered a chance for internal reconciliation, and 
in South Africa, the world had to be ready to respond to 
genuine change. 


“There has been and remains much to condemn in South 
Africa—apartheid, detention without trial, the suspen- 
sion of basic human rights. 


“We should be no less ready to acknowledge changes for 
the better when they are made, whether it be within South 
Africa or in relations with neighbouring countries,” she 
said. 
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Mugabe, Thatcher on Namibia 
MB300305 1989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2216 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Harare, March 29, SAPA—Zimbabwean Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe today said that the people of Africa 
end many within the Non-Aligned Movement were 
deeply suspicious of the real intentions of South Africa 
about peace in Angola and independence in Namibia, 
the national news agency, ZIANA, reports. 


Speaking at a banquet he hosted in honour of the visiting 
British prime minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, Mr 
Mugabe said people still had to be convinced that South 
Africa was sincere. 


“We remain deeply suspicious of the real intentions of 
the Pretoria regime about peace in Angola and genuine 
freedom in Namibia. 


“We are yet to be convinced that South Africa is pre- 
pared to allow the creation and sustenance of conditions 
which will favour free and fair elections in Namibia 
thereby facilitating the establishment in Namibia of a 
government democratically elected by Namibians, as 
envisaged by resolution 435 (1978),” he said. 


Mr Mugabe said while there were some encouraging 
signs and movement in regard to Angola and Namibia, 
there was concern that the political situation inside 
South Africa showed no signs of improving. 


He said as long as the apartheid system remained 
entrenched in that country, the black majority would 
continue to suffer oppression and be denied their polit- 
ical rights on account of their skin colour. 


“Because the apartheid system thrives on violence, vio- 
lence will certainly continue to be the order of the day in 
that country. For their part, the oppressed masses of 
South Africa who are denied peaceful means of achiev- 
ing their rights will have no alternative but to confront 
State violence with counter violence,” he said. 


He said even now, while the British premier was visiting 
this country, the situation in south Africa continued to 
deteriorate by the day. 


“The racist regime is respon. 1g to legitimate opposition 
to its repression and various forms of social injustice 
with characteristic brutality. 


“Thus most of the genuine leaders of the oppressed 
people have been incarcerated and are languishing in 
jails, while some of the militant opponents of apartheid 
have been brutally tortured or even killed,” he said. 


South Africa was also fighting an undeclared war against 
the Frontline States and other neighbouring countries 
because they identified themselves with the aspirations 
of the oppressed people of that country and Namibia. 
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“The targets of such regional destabilisation include 
vital economic infrastructures and civilian communities. 
In some cases, the regime resorts to acts of naked 
military aggression through specially trained commando 
units,” he said. 


Such units invaded Frontline and other countries, 
attacked and raided targets in towns and cities, often 
causing death and serious injury to innocent people. 


“These same objectives are also achieved by using bandit 
and criminal groups, such as UNITA in Angola, and the 
MNR, which has caused so much destruction and suf- 
fering in Mozambique and the eastern border districts of 
Zimbabwe,” he said. 


Speaking at the banquet, Mrs Thatcher said that the 
elections had to be free and fair, and the agreement had 
to be observed by all parties concerned. 


“In Namibia, we must ensure that the elections are as 
free and fair as those conducted in your country follow- 
ing the Lancaster House Agreement, and the agreement 
is scrupulously observed by all parties. 


“Otherwise the agreement so painstakingly achieved will 
be undermined from the outset,”’ she said. 


The British premier also said that in 1975, the Common- 
wealth had agreed that once Namibia became indepen- 
dent, they would welcome the country as a member if it 
wished to join. 


“I very much hope Namibia will join, for members of the 
commonwealth have a fund of experience of how to 
manage the first years of nationhood, on which Namibia 
could draw,”’ Mrs Thatcher said. 
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Mugabe on International Peace 
MB3003053389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2219 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Harare, March 29, SAPA—Zimbabwe, the cur- 
rent chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement, is pleased 
that a ceasefire has been in effect for some time now in 
the Gulf region, Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe 
said today, the national news agency, ZIANA, reports. 


Speaking at a banquet he hosted for the visiting British 
prime minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, Mr Mugabe 
said that although the southern African region was of 
paramount importance to this country, it had also been 
involved in efforts to bring peace and normalcy to 
various parts of the world. 


“We are gratified that a ceasefire has been in effect for 
sometime now in the Gulf area. We continue to hope and 
urge that Iran and Iraq can, under the mediation of the 
United Nations secretary general, (Mr Javier Perez de 
Cuellar) soon successfully address the matters that stand 
in the way of resolution of the conflict between these two 
neighbours and that threaten the tranquility of this vital 
and strategic region of the world,” he said. 


Mr Mugabe said the situation in Afghanistan, despite the 
recent withdrawal of Soviet troops from that country, 
still required attention. 


“Foreign interference should cease forthwith and the 
Afghan people should be allowed to resolve their differ- 
ences peacefully among themselves,” he said. 


In the same vein, Zimbabwe called for the convening of 
an international conference under United Nations aus- 
pices to seek a resolution of the Palestinian question with 
the aim of establishing a homeland for the Palestinian 


people. 

“Likewise, we call on all states in central America and 
elsewhere to facilitate, and not hinder, the recently 
generated momentum towards peace in that troubled 
region,’ Mr Mugabe said. 


Mr Mugabe also praised the improvement in superpower 
relations, a process in which the British Government had 
played an important part, and said this had improved 
global security. 
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Nigeria 


Curfew Imposed on Aba, Imo, After Disturbances 
AB2903 194889 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] A dusk-to-dawn curfew has been imposed on Aba, 
Imo State, following disturbances in the township yes- 
terday. Governor Emadi Ikwechegh announced the cur- 
few after a visit to the affected areas. Correspondent 
Ralvor Harley says the cause of the disturbances has not 
been determined, but that it followed a fire incident at 
the {Alia-Alia) Market in the town: 


[Begin recording] Governor Ikwechegh, who was address- 
ing newsmen, explained that government took the action 
to safeguard life and property and also restore law and 
order in the town. He announced that an inquiry will be 
instituted to examine the immediate and remote causes of 
the rampage and identify those responsible for it. The 
governor found it difficult to believe that traders who were 
{words indistinct] government’s eviction of (Alia- Alia) 
Market last Saturday [25 March] caused the rampage in 
reaction to what they termed a delay by the fire service to 
put out the fire. 


Commander Ikwechegh stated that during the period of 
the curfew the police will patrol the town to maintain law 
and order. Establishments affected by the disturbances 
include the local government office, NTA [National Tele- 
vision Authority] Channel 6, Aba, and the fire service 
station, as well as fire fighting vehicles which were dam- 
aged. Besides some offices, motor licencing office, and the 
(Alia-Alia) Book depots were compietely burned down. 


The governor assured law-abiding citizens of protection 
and promised that those who were responsible for the 
[passage indistinct] [end recording] 


BBC on Reported Coup Attempt, Transition 
AB2903 113389 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] It is only a matter of weeks before President 
Babangida’s military government’s 5-year old ban on 
party politics is lifted. In an effort to break the mode of 
past Nigerian political activities, the military man has 
decreed that there will be only two political parties, but 
it seems that old habits die hard. Already there has been 
a great deal of behind-the-scene maneuvering and spec- 
ulations that many discredited former politicians, 
although officially barred from holding office, are throw- 
ing their weight, wealth, and influence behind new 
candidates, and rumors of a coup attempt last month 
fueled fears that some sections of the military might be 
reluctant to hand back power to civilians. Gerald Bourke 
has just returned from Lagos. On the line to Abidjan, 
Emmanuel Young asked him first about signs of ner- 
vousness in the military. 
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{Begin recording} [Bourke] I have just come back from 
Lagos and the city is awash with rumors that there has been 
an attempted coup, that there was a coup sometime in 
February. It is very difficult to substantiate. People that 
are reported senior soldiers, supposedly who were involved 
in the coup attempt were reported missing, but then they 
turned up at cocktail parties. [sentence as heard] So there 
is no evidence at all to justify rumors of a coup. 


[Young] Ir there another possibility that in the past 5 
weeks in which they proposed the new constitution 
would be dominated by a kind of religious divide in 
which the Muslims in the north will form a party which 
they will use to dominate the south? [sentence as heard] 


[Bourke] Yes, that is the big fear. For years, traditionally, 
the political alliances have been divided according to 
religious differences and to a certain extent, regional 
differences. You have the Hausa and Fulanis in the 
north, the Ibos in the east, and the Yorubas in the west. 
The southern half of the country is predominantly Chris- 
tian and the northern half predominantly Muslim. So the 
feeling is, by insisting that there will only be two parties 
in the Federal Republic, there is a risk of a Muslim- 
Christian divide. But the military government at the 
moment is trying to ensure that the two parties which 
will be registered later this year will be divided more 
along ideological lines. There has been talk that perhaps 
it would not be a great Muslim-Christian divide, that 
perhaps you might have a party slightly left of center, 
and another slightly right of center. But then again the 
government’s attempt to have ideologically-based par- 
ties is being undermined by a campaign against what 
President Babangida calls radicals and extremists [sen- 
tence as heard]. For example civil rights activists, and 
labor union leaders, are regularly accused of disrupting 
the transition process. So at the end of the day it may 
well be a Muslim-Christian divide. [end recording] 


Pilot Dies in Air Force Jet Crash 
AB2903214189 Paris AFP in English 1323 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Lagos, March 29 (AFP)}—The pilot of a Nigerian 
Air Force jet died instantly when his plane crashed 
Tuesday in Kano, north of the country, the PUNCH 
newspaper reported here Wednesday. 


A student pilot aboard parachuted from the aircraft but 
nevertheless suffered serious injuries, the report added. 


Paper Urges Stand on ‘Satanic Verses’ 
AB2903090589 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[From the press review] 


[Text] THE VANGUARD calls on the Federal Govern- 
ment to make a categorical statement on whether the 
book titled “Satanic Verses” has been banned or not. It 
observes that the situation as of now would create an 
opportunity for law enforcement agents to harass citi- 
zens for committing an offense that does not exist. 
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